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The posteard was sent on 9 October 1924 from Jafta which was 4
stop on the Constanta-Alexandria ling from May 1924 It1s
franked by a 50 bani Roumanian definitive stamp. On arrival,
was considered as local mail which should have been franked with
an additional 25 bani charity stamp. It was thus taxed at twice the
shortage and a 50 bani charity stamp was added and cancelled on
18 October 1924 at Constanta,

On enquiring from the seller in Roumania, | found that ar
extensive study exists in a book on “Roumanian Fluvial and
Maritime Posts” writien by eng. Calin Marinescu (the postmark
llustrations in this article are from his book). It is written in
Roumanian and in spite of the fact that French 1s one of my mother
tongues, | am struggling but manage to understand the gist of what
[ read, It is a must for those interested in this maritime service,

There are 4 postmarks of this type reading “Alexandria-Constanta”
numbered 1 to 4, all recorded used. There are also four reading
“Constanta-Alexandria” similarly numbered, but only number 1 1§
known to have been used. They were in use from 1922 to 1927.

Alexandria - Constanta
by Lucien Toutounj

1 all started when about 10 years ago I bought a Turkigh stamp
cancelled by an carly 1900 postmark reading “Alexandria
Constanta” I knew nothing about it and sarted looking for
information. Eventually I found a few items with the postmarks
shown hereunder on mail carried by the ships of the “Serviciul
Maritim Roman " (Roumanian Maritime Services). The use of
maritime postmarks was by agreement between the postal
authorities and the company and started in December 1906 for
“Constanta-Alexandria” and 1907 the “Alexandria-Constanta”

6\H'AH@'
NARITIN

My adventure culminated a few days ago, when L ial acquired &
ostcard with an “ALEXANDRIA-CONSTANTA/I” ofafpe!
1ad read about in a F.LP. (Federation Intemationale de Pilaele)
ublication, but had never seenand is not mentioned by Peter
Smith, The postmark; s showing a number 3 while the ong on the

card, illustrated hereunder, shows number |




Egyptian Postal Rates, 1921 onwards ~ These postmarks must be elusive as [ have never seen them offered
By Hany S o auction. Can other members of the E.5.C. report thei holdings
of items with this type of postmark ?

| finally emerged from the unwelcoming gloom of the Court of Appeal Library. It fel
like coming out of a bureaucratic twilight zone. But the result was worth it - happily
clutching in my hand, I had a photocopy of the document I had been looking for, for a
long time.

Surely more to come on this subject !

" .. We, the Sultan of Egypt, after carefully revising the Khedivial postal laws of 20" of
March 1879, the laws that followed, and the international agreement regarding the same
matter, (especially the one of the UPU convention in Madrid), facing the necessity of
determining external postal fees, decided to mtroduce a new general law that will
determine all the postal rates.....

These words were like music for my ears. At last, after months of one fatlure after
another to gain any information on postal rates of the 1" Portrait Issue period needed for
my research, [ hit the jackpot. I had tried everything posstble (o obtain the rates - the
Egyptian Postal Museum, postal officials, books on postal history of Egypt, ete. All i
vain! Some of the rates were mentioned i books on postal history of Egypt. For
example, in “Egypt: Stamps and Postal History”, Peter Smith describes some of the rates,
and though his etfort 1s greatly appreciated by many philatelists (me included), the
information 1S incomplete and in some cases its accuracy Is questionable. I needed an
official document stating the rates. But where could I get one? I had been overcome with
frustration and ready o give up when a glimpse of hope lig
check the archives of the Court of Appeal Library.

tened the horizon - why not

1S easy to say, but ditficult to do: one has to be a judge to get access to the archives, |
hoped nobody will ask for my ID) but I guess luck was not on my side that day. I begged STAMPS & NUMISM ATICS
and pleaded with the clerk at the library to give me the permission to search for the

documents I needed, but he was as impregnable as the Citadel. His decisiveness in bein g

unhelpful was not caused by the righteous sense of duty of a responsible and rules

abiding official. But more likely by unwillingness to inconvenience him by moving his
rounded rear, already placed so comfortably on a chair that it created an impression of

perfect unity and harmony between the two objects. When he noticed that my behavior KH ALED N AGY
started becoming a bit aggressive, he threatened to call the police to have me escorted

from the building, | immediately changed my tactics turming into a nice guy with a sense 3 ABDEL
of humor, entertaining the bored clerk by telling jokes and making fun of the situation 11111 ”%I ALEK SARWAT 81
After some time of this cireus performance, he was satisfied enough to take pity on me, EL - EGYPT

| e L | 23928713 - 02 0101565983
Like a powerful jinn from “One Thousand and One Nights” he granted me my wish E MAI .
aceess to the archives. AL KHLNAGY@ HOTMAIL.COM
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i | had no cluc what document I was looking for and if uch a document existed g all |
Rates for British Empire: jd 10 look through thousands of books having less and less hope leftwith ek
ansuccessful attenpt. Obviously, there is some justice in the world g Iy persistence was
Weight Rate inally rcuufal{'ded.il *;tu!nblcd over 4 documen tted *Listof Laws and Regulafiong
i Applied in Egypt”, written by Ahmed Mohammed Hassan Beik and Isdor Feldman
Post Card - 8 mills 8 100 *
R AN st dated June 28, 1926,
Bl Upto20 ¢ 10 mills |
MyE0pes - — aw # 10 of March 27, 1921 was the 1" law issued regardin
Per 20 g or fraction xtra 10 mills Ay Wl TR i g gppsla! mwsaﬂﬂEgmm
g - declared  kingdom on March 15 of the same year, I felt ecstatic, overwhelmed with 10y
Registration — |5 mill and feeling proud about my discovery. Here I had them - the rates [ needed, not ouessed
: SO i caleulated from different postal items, but stated in an official document, plain
Notification of arrival (AR) — |5 mills Lw : P
The purpose of my article 15 to fill in the gaps of missing data and to share this valuable
information with other collectors studying the postal history of Egypt for the crown
Foreign Rates: m-_'crprinl. (he firs! and most ‘ul' the second Fuad issuels.lTo make‘il easler {0 understand, |
will present the rates in the form of tables each describing a particular usage, followed by
acopy of the original document as published in Arabc.
Weight Rate
PostCard - = 10 mill
Upto20¢ |5 mills |
Envelopes Additional per 20 gor | e [0l |
fraction i | Inland Rates:
Registration — |5 mills
Notification of arrival (AR) ————— | Smlls TS Ry | = R
& e | Weight Rate
%Periudiml printed matter —— | milem
* Starting from September 29, 1925, the printed matter rate to foreign destinations fWi | -
~ i 2 O | ach S0 guptod
was reduced from 4 mills to 2 mills, on-Peiodical printed matter g i ‘gﬁ p[) Lt
maximum of 2000 &
| . i 3 mills
Rates for parcels: B I
p oy, | JECEENE
Envelope Additional Per 30 g or Fxtra § mill
e =8 Lo BT __________——--""'_‘—-’d
Up to Tk Fromltodkg | From3toSkg e s ] neon Omills
[nland 30 mills fmills | Somill __ xﬁ_Rt‘gistration — L=
[nternal Oasis 40 mill ~ S0mill S T 10 mill
B e i ; ICation of arrival (AR) ;/J
Sudan 65 mills 95 mills 125 mills B
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e EGYPT - EARLY AIRMAI

Pioneer Flights : The 1919 EEF. Emergency Flights
1919 EGYPTIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE (E.E.F.) AIRMAIL
FRAMED BLACK ALEXANDRIA “AERIAL POST EEF." CACHET
NEW LAST DATE OF USAGE | MAY 1919

R S
LAEF (L] "

This cachel was recorded in use at Alexandria from 5 to 28 April 1919, To:: Cover to Palestine,
shows old last date 28 April 1919, to Palestine. Bottom : Cover shows new last date " May
1919, discovered by us in 2004 some 85 vears post-facto. to Tel £ Kebir (Suez Canal area).
The emergency airmail service was discontinucd from Cairo on 4 May 1919,

Pl - EARLY AIRMAIL

By Lucten Toutounji

Pioneer Flights : The 1919 E.E.F. Emergency Flights
1919 - EGYPTIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE (E.E.F,) AIRMAIL

FRAMED BLACK "AERIAL POST E.E.F." ALEXANDRIA CACHET

AERIAL POST

B.EF,

This cachet was recorded in use af Alexandria from 5 April to28 April 1919, We have
discovered . in 2004 some 85 years post facto, acover mailed 1" May 1919, shown on th
next page, extending the period of usage by three days. About 30 covers believed to exist

with this type airmail cachet,

ALEXANDRIA - JERUSALEM

Cover bearing the black framed ‘ARIAL POST EEF cac:;;&ﬂ:
1919, 1 1*Echlon 1.0, RECEIVER “FP.O/GMIE

Less than 10 covers helieved fo exist 10 Palestine
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submitted by Dr. Sherif Samra

Few years ago this 22 pages booklet “Postal Tariff Currently
Followed” was bought in Egypt for some £20 from a merchant
who sold all collectibles but stamps! The booklet s it reads
explains the rates of all weights and routes as from 1 January
1866. 1t ntroduced to the public the broad service which
Egyptian Post office intended to offer at the time,

Une would assume that these booklets were distributed to the
newly opened post offices across Egypt. They were used as
references to be used by the staff to master the new service,

This booklet was dated December 1865, few days before the
insurance of the first set of Egyptian stamps,

| am sorry there 1s no translation for the booklet but for those
who do ot read Arabic,the titles and figures on the pages would
ease to understand the text
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FIRST RECORDING 0F EGYPTIAN AIRMAIL
FLOWN BY THE RAF
FROM CAIRO TO BAGHDAD

by
LUCIEN S, TOUTOUNJ]

Following Worl|d War ], Britain’s Royal Air Force started making occasional lights from raq
Egypt, to establish a fast ine of contact between British forces in the area.

Some mail is known flown from Baghdad o Cairo, but none was recorded se fom Egypt,

On 25 February 1919, using 2 De Havilland 9 aircraft, flight Baghdad to Cairo via Damasous
Was made by the 31" Wing 72" Squadron RAF, based near Baghdad. The fight caredsoe
matl to Egypt and approximately 10 items are believed to have survived ([lustraton 1), Mal

flown received a special cachet to mark the event (llustration 2), cancelled "F.P.0. $524 Fe
19"

On 11 March 1919, Captains Boyd and Nuttal of the 31 Wing 72" Squadron RAF
Mesopotamia, flew from Baghdad to Cairo via Damaseus. Two covers are recorded flown ¢
Damascus, none to or from Catro.

[ recently acquired a cover (Front [lustration 3 / Back Ilustration 4) addressed (0 Major Gener
H.T. Brooking, Headquarters 15" Division LEF. “D", Mesopotamia, mailed from Artfly Post
Office $Z 22 at Camp Mena near Cairo on 12 March 1919, On the back of the cover 158 )
manuscript notation “EEF AERIAL POST” and a receiving post mark “FPO 53/ 19. Marchdl ’d
being that o the RAF base near Baghdad. The cover was thus flovn back by Captas Boyd 1
Nuttal on their return flight Cairo to Baghdad.

This is the first ever recording of a cover flown Cairo to Baghdad*l{y the RAF prior (0
establishing a regular air service in late 1921 between these two CIUcS,

The cover was forwarded to MEF Baghdad Base Post Offce on 20 Ntﬂrch 1919;)11;\:;5{:;;&
addressed to Poona (India) and sent from the MEF Base Office on 22" March |

Poona on 4 April 1919,

AN EXTRAORDINARY DISCOVERY 85 YEARS pOST FACTO.

Time

1400 p.m
18.00 pm

2000 p.m.

10.00 p.m.
16,00 pm,
2000 p.m,
10,00 pm,

14,00 p.m,
200 p.m,

¥ . ¥
| T i u
Reftshmens ang Snacks are avaiale atPSE premies

The Philatelic Society Of Egypt
75" Anniversary , Cairo, Egypt
3- November 2006

Programme

Friday, November 3
Event
PSE Exhibition Opens
Discussion
Future of Egyptian Philately
PSE Exhibition Closes

Saturday, November 4
PSE Exhibition Opens
All day exchange and trade o philatelic tems
Discussion
Review different exhibits

PSE Exhibition Closes

Sunday, November 3
PSE Exhibition Opens
PSE Exhibition Closes
Awards Ceremony & Dinner
Automobile & Touring Club of

Egyp!
(Invitations only)

rng the events
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[Hlustration 4
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S EOUNDED 1866 =

THE TRUSTED AUCTIONEER OF
YTAMP COLLECTORS WORLDWIDE

Russian Post Of

fices 1n Fgvpt 1874 double-tate cove from Alexandra to Port Said
dold for £2.760

Whether buying o ling,
contact the auctionees t

at clearly demonstrate o
proven track record

THETRADITION THF EAPERIENCE THE RESULTS

For mote informggiop please ¢

tel: +44 (020 7563 408 x: +44 (0120 7563 4085 email: swardrop(@spink.com

ntact Sasha Wards D:

09 Southampyto Row Bloomsbury, London WCIB 4ET

Wwwspink com

Ahmed M. Sobh
SPHINX Philatelic Auctions

P. 0. Box 58101, Limassol 3731, Cyprus

SPHINAX J"hihwm A lICHUnS since 2002
ASDA - APS - CYPS  ESC  PSE

We are always in need of good materialto be sold tn our

auctions, So, if you are thinking of selling part or all of
your dear collection, do not hesitate to contact us

Tol: +357.25 341 794 - Fax; 357 29 41794

Mobile: 35799 752 934

10NS.COM
Iyl ' HONs.C *'WV\’.SPHINXEIUCHO
Sphlm(l“’.'n‘phInXE-IULthIIb.LOm W




THE NILE POST

Handbook and Catalogue
of Egyptian Stamps

Including listings of the Egyptian issues for Palestine and
Sudan, as well as those of the French Consular Post Offices
in Alexandria and Port-Said.

BLFYPTH &

The Catalogue May Be Ordered
From The Publisher Or Authorized Agent

Publisher: Joseph Chalhoub
P.O. Box 132, Victoria Station
Westmount, Quebec H3Z 2V4, Canada

Retail Price: US $115 + Shipping and Handling




